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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of controlling on/off of a core based on a used
amount of an operating core and the number of tasks in an
electronic device having a multi-core, and an apparatus
thereof, includes confirming a load of an operating core and
the number of executable tasks at a predetermined period,
determining whether the load of the operating core and the
number of executable tasks meet a defined on/off condition
of the multi-core, and controlling on/off of the multi-core
when the load of the operating core and the number of
executable tasks meet the defined on/off condition of the
multi-core.
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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING POWER OF ELECTRONIC
DEVICE HAVING MULTI-CORE

PRIORITY

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(a)
to a Korean patent application filed on Feb. 24, 2012 in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office and assigned Ser. No.
10-2012-0019215, the entire disclosure of which is hereby
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to a method and an
apparatus for controlling power of an electronic device, and
more particularly, to a method of controlling on/off of a core
based on a used amount of a core and the number of tasks
in an electronic device having a multi-core, and an apparatus
thereof.

2. Description of the Related Art

With the significant development of information, com-
munication and semiconductor technologies, the supply and
use of portable terminals have rapidly increased. The por-
table terminal provides various functions such as a call
function, a music playback function, a character message
transmission/reception function, a digital broadcasting/re-
ceiving function, a near field wireless communication func-
tion, and an Internet connection function. A user may install
various additional applications in a portable terminal.

To provision the various functions in a mobile terminal, a
portable terminal using a multi-core instead of a single-core
has been recently developed. A portable terminal using a
multi-core has a faster processing speed but also a greater
power consumption. That is, the portable terminal including
the multi-core reacts with great sensitivity in power con-
sumption. Because the size of a battery is restricted in a
compact portable terminal, power consumption in the por-
table terminal having a multi-core is an important issue.

Accordingly, there is a need for a low power consumption
design, for reducing power consumption of the multi-core
while easily providing various applications in the portable
terminal including the multi-core. However, the existing low
power scheme applied to the multi-core environment to
minimize power consumption of a multi-core processor is
limited. Accordingly, there is a demand to correct and
compensate the existing low power scheme to adequately
meet the multi-core environment requirements.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention has been made in view
of'the above problems and/or disadvantages, and the present
invention provides a method of controlling power of an
electronic device having a multi-core capable of reducing
current consumption by turning on/off at least one core
according to a load of the core and the number of executable
tasks, and an apparatus thereof.

An aspect of the present invention provides a method of
controlling power of an electronic device, which includes a
multi-core capable of reducing current consumption by
setting a plurality of on/off reference values of the multi-core
in consideration of current consumption characteristics of a
multi-core processor.

An aspect of the present invention, provides a method of
controlling power of an electronic device, which includes a
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2

multi-core which prevents overhead due to generation of
frequent core on/off from being generated by determining
whether an operation frequency of a core is greater than or
equal to a reference value when on/off of the core is
requested to control on/off of the core.

According to an aspect of the present invention, a method
of controlling power of an electronic device having a
multi-core includes confirming a load of an operating core
and the number of executable tasks at a predetermined
period determining whether the load of the operating core
and the number of executable tasks meet a defined on/off
condition of the multi-core, and controlling on/off of the
multi-core when the load of the operating core and the
number of executable tasks meet the defined on/off condi-
tion of the multi-core.

According to another aspect of the present invention, an
apparatus for controlling power of an electronic device
having a multi-core, includes a controller including a plu-
rality of cores, a core controller configured to confirm a load
of operating core of the plurality of cores and the number of
executable tasks at a predetermined period, determine
whether the load of the operating core and the number of
executable tasks meet a defined on/off condition of the
multi-core, and control on/off of the multi-core when the
load of the operating core and the number of executable
tasks meet the defined on/off condition of the multi-core.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other aspects, features and advantages of
the present invention will be more apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
electronic device including a multi-core, according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating current consumption char-
acteristics of a multi-core, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an on/off condition of a
multi-core, according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of controlling
power of an electronic device having a multi-core, according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of a method
of controlling power of an electronic device having a
multi-core illustrated in FIG. 4, according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method of controlling
power of an electronic device having a multi-core, according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of the method
of controlling power of an electronic device having a
multi-core illustrated in FIG. 6, according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating state change of the multi-core
and change in a power consumption amount of the electronic
device according to the state change of the multi-core,
according to an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a current consumption
simulation result of the electronic device, according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

Various embodiments of the present invention are
described with reference to the accompanying drawings in
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detail. The same reference numbers are used throughout the
drawings to refer to the same or like components. Detailed
descriptions of well-known functions and structures are
omitted to avoid obscuring the subject matter of the present
invention.

The electronic device according to an embodiment of the
present invention may be implemented as a terminal includ-
ing a multi-core, including a Personal Digital Assistant
(PDA), a smart phone, a tablet Personal Computer (PC), a
Portable Multimedia Player (PMP), an electronic book ter-
minal, a notebook PC, a netbook computer, and an Ultra
Mobile Personal Computer (UMPC).

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
electronic device including a multi-core, according to an
embodiment of the present invention, FIG. 2 is a graph
illustrating current consumption characteristics of the multi-
core, and FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an on/off condition
of the multi-core according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

The following description assumes that the electronic
device according to the embodiment of the present invention
includes quad-cores, as one example, but is not limited
thereto, and is applicable to an electronic device including a
plurality of cores.

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 3, the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention
includes a controller 110, a memory 120, a display unit 130,
a core controller 140, and a task manager 150. The core
controller 140 includes a hot-plug module 141 and a gov-
ernor module 142, the task manager 150 includes a run-
queue 151, and the controller 110 includes fourth cores 10,
20, 30, and 40.

The display unit 130 displays informing input by the user
or information provided to the user as well as various menus.
That is, the display unit 130 provides various screens, for
example, an idle screen (home screen), a menu screen, a
message creation screen, a call screen, a schedule managing
screen, an address book screen, and a web page output
screen. The display unit 130 is configured by a Liquid
Crystal Display (LCD), an Organic Light Emitted Diode
(OLED), or an Active Matrix Organic Light Emitted Diode
(AMOLED). When the display unit 130 is configured in the
form of a touch screen, the display unit 130 performs a
function of an input unit (not shown).

The task manager 150 is a device for managing tasks
whose execution is requested, and includes a run-queue 151
for temporarily storing the tasks whose execution is
requested. The tasks stored in the run-queue 151 are pro-
cessed by a core in an ON state of the cores 10, 20, 30, and
40 according to scheduling of a scheduler (not shown). For
example, when only one core is in the on state, the tasks are
sequentially processed by the one core. When a plurality of
cores is in ON state, the tasks are simultaneously processed
by the cores. Specifically, the task manager 150 according to
an aspect of the present invention transmits the number of
executable tasks in the run-queue 151 to the core controller
140 every predetermined time. In this case, the task manager
150 transmits the average number of tasks for the predeter-
mined time to the core controller 140.

The core controller 140 controls on/off of the multi-core
10, 20, 30, and 40. The core controller 140 confirms a used
amount (load) of the operating core and the number of
executable tasks for execution at a predetermined period.

When the used amount (load) of the operating core and
the number of executable tasks for execution meet an on/off
condition (reference value) of a defined multi-core, the core
controller 140 controls on/off of the multi-core. For
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example, when the load of the operating core and the
number of executable tasks for execution become greater
than a core ON reference value (ON Threshold) to request
ON of an additional core, the core controller 140 turns on at
least one of cores in an OFF state. In this case, the core
controller 140 may simultaneously or sequentially turn on at
least one core according to the number of parallel process-
able tasks. The core controller 140 turns on the core in an
order of number or in a random order.

Conversely, when the load of the core and the number of
executable tasks for execution become less than a core OFF
reference value (OFF Threshold) to request OFF of a core,
the core controller 140 turns off at least one of cores in an
ON state. In this case, the core controller 140 turns off the
cores from a core having the lowest load. When an OFF of
a plurality of cores is requested, the core controller 140 may
simultaneously or sequentially turn off the cores. When the
OFF of the cores is requested, it is preferable that the core
controller 140 prevents performance from being rapidly
deteriorated and prevent generation of a load in remaining
cores, and sequentially turns off the cores one by one to
minimize performance reduction.

The on/off condition (reference value) of the multi-core
according to an aspect of the present invention is set
depending on a state of the multi-core. The state of the
multi-core is classified according to current consumption
characteristics of the multi-core. Referring to FIG. 2 illus-
trating the current consumption characteristics of the multi-
core, assuming that the multi-core operates at the same
frequency and process the same task, when separately pro-
cessing the task by a plurality of cores, power consumption
is reduced. However, core increase and a current reduced
amount are linearly proportional to each other.

According to an aspect of the present invention, the state
of the multi-core is classified in consideration of current
consumption characteristics of the multi-core. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 3(a), a state where one core is on is
defined as a ‘state A’, a state where two cores are on is
defined as a ‘state B’, a state where three cores are on is
defined as a ‘state C’, and a state where four cores are on is
defined as a ‘state D’. The present invention may classify the
state of the multi-core into two as illustrated in FIG. 3(5).
That is, a state where one or two cores are on is defined as
a ‘state A’, a state where three or four cores are on is defined
as a ‘state B’. However, the present invention is not limited
thereto. The state of the multi-core is defined according to
current consumption characteristics or intention of a
designer. For example, a state where one core is on is defined
as a ‘state A’, a state where two to four cores are ON is
defined as a ‘state B’. The state of the multi-core is divided
into three states. That is, a state where one core is on is
defined as a ‘state A, a state where two or three cores are on
is defined as a ‘state B’, and a state where four cores are on
is defined as a ‘state C’.

As illustrated above, in consideration of current consump-
tion characteristics of the multi-core, when the state of the
multi-core is classified into a plurality of states, an on/off
condition of the multi-core is set according to respective
states. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3(a), when the
state of the multi-core is classified into four states, the on/off
condition of the multi-core includes a first reference (X1,
Y1) for transitioning the state of the multi-core from ‘state
A’ to ‘state B, a second reference (X2, Y2) for transitioning
the state of the multi-core from ‘state B’ to ‘state A’, a third
reference (X3, Y3) for transitioning the state of the multi-
core from ‘state B’ to ‘state C’, a fourth reference (X4, Y4)
for transitioning the state of the multi-core from ‘state C’ to
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‘state B’, a fifth reference (X5, Y5) for transitioning the state
of the multi-core from ‘state C’ to ‘state D’, and a sixth
reference (X6, Y6) for transitioning the state of the multi-
core from ‘state D’ to ‘state C’. An X component of the
on/off condition of the multi-core refers to a load of the core,
and a Y component of the on/off condition refers to the
number of executable tasks for execution. For example,
when an ON reference of the multi-core is (60, 3.2), the core
controller 140 additionally turns on the core when a load of
the core is 60 or higher and the number of tasks is 3.2 or
greater. When the off condition of the multi-core is (40, 2.2),
the core controller 140 turns off one of cores in an ON state
when the load of the core is 40 or less and the number of
tasks is 2.2 or smaller. As illustrated FIG. 3(b), when the
state of the multi-core is classified into two states, the on/off
condition of the multi-core includes a first reference (X1,
Y1) for additionally turning on the core in a ‘state A’ or
transitioning the state of the multi-core from ‘state A’ to
‘state B’, a second reference (X2, Y2) for turning off the core
in a ‘state A’, a third reference (X3, Y3) for additionally
turning on the core in the ‘state B’, and a fourth reference
(X4, Y4) for turning off the core or transitioning the state of
the multi-core from the ‘state B’ to the ‘state A’. In this case,
it is preferable that the third reference (X3, Y3) has a value
greater than that of the first reference (X1, Y1). This is
performed to prevent current consumption due to unneces-
sary ON status of the core from being increased because a
current consumption amount is not large when the number
of cores is increased to four from three.

To perform the foregoing method of controlling on/off of
the multi-core, the core controller 140 includes a hot-plug
module 141. That is, the hot-plug module 141 controls on/off
of the multi-core based on the load of the cores and the
number of executable tasks. The optimal foregoing on/off
condition of the multi-core depends on design preferences.

The core controller 140 includes a governor module 142.
The governor module 142 changes an operation frequency
of a core according to the load of the core. For example,
when the load of the core is high, the governor module 142
increases the operation frequency of the core gradually or to
a maximum value. When the load of the core is low, the
governor module 142 gradually reduces the operation fre-
quency of the core. The governor module 142 uses a
Dynamic Voltage and Frequency Scaling (DVFS) governor.

When the operation frequency of the core is changed, the
core controller 140 determines whether the operation fre-
quency of the operating core is greater than or equal to a
preset reference value when core ON is requested. As the
determination result, when the operation frequency of the
operating core is greater than or equal to the reference value,
the core controller 140 additionally turns on at least one core
in which the ON is requested. When the operation frequency
of'the operating core is less than the reference value, the core
controller 140 maintains a current core state without turning
on an additional core.

When core OFF is requested, the core controller 140
determines whether the operation frequency of the operating
core is greater than or equal to the preset reference value. As
the determination result, when the operation frequency of
the operating core is less than the reference value, the core
controller 140 turns off the operating core in which the OFF
is requested. When the operation frequency of the core is
greater than or equal to the reference value, the core con-
troller 140 maintains a current core state without turning off
the operating core. This is performed to prevent overhead
due to on/off of the core from occurring. For example, when
the core is turned off in a state that the core operates at a
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maximum operation frequency, a load of a core which is not
turned off is rapidly increased to directly satisfy a core ON
reference value so that a core ON request is directly gener-
ated. When the core is turned on in a state that the operation
frequency of the core is low, a load of cores in an ON state
is further reduced to satisty a core OFF reference value so
that a core OFF request is directly generated. As described
above, when on/off of the core is frequently generated,
system overhead is generated. The generation of the over-
head will be described in detail with reference to FIGS. 6
and 7.

As described above, the hot plug module 141 is an
independent module, but the hot plug module 141 is inte-
grated with the governor module 142. As described above,
when the hot plug module 141 is integrated with the gov-
ernor module 142, the on/off condition of the multi-core is
replaced as an operation frequency of an operating core
corresponding to a load of the operating core. That is, the
core controller 140 controls on/off of the multi-core based on
the operation frequency of the core and the number of
executable tasks.

The memory 120 stores an operating system (OS) of the
electronic device 100, application programs necessary for
other options functions, for example, a voice playback
function, an image or moving image playback function, and
a broadcasting playback function, user data and data trans-
ceived during communication. For instance, the memory
120 stores a moving image file, a game file, a music file, and
a movie file. Specifically, the memory 120 according to an
aspect of the present invention stores an on/off condition of
the multi-core. The on/off condition is illustrated in Table 1
below.

TABLE 1
Core state Load of core (%) Number of tasks
1->2 X1(60) Y1(1.5)
1<-2 X2(30) Y2(2.0)
2->3 X3(70) Y3(2.5)
2<3 X4(50) Y4(2.5)
3->4 X5(80) Y5(3.5)
3<4 X6(60) Y6(3.0)

Referring to Table 1, on/off of a core is controlled
according to the load of the core and the number of tasks.
For example, when the load of the core is 60% or greater and
the number of tasks is 1.5 or greater in a state that one core
is turned on, a second core is turned on. When the load of
the core is 70% or greater and the number of tasks is 2.5 or
greater in a state that two cores are turned on, a third core
is turned on. When the load of the core is 80% or greater and
the number of tasks is 3.5 or greater in a state that three cores
are turned on, a fourth core is turned on. Similarly, the core
is turned off according to a load of the core and the number
of tasks.

The memory 120 stores a DVFS table. The DVFS table is
a table in which the operation frequency of the core is
mapped to the load of the core. The memory 120 stores a
reference frequency for preventing frequent on/off the core.
For example, the reference frequency is set to 70% of a
maximum operation frequency. However, the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto. That is, the reference frequency
is set according to the DVFS table and current consumption
characteristics, and optimized based on design preferences.
The memory 120 stores an operation period (sampling
period) of the core controller 140. The operation period
includes a core ON period for confirming an ON of an
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additional core and a core OFF period for confirming an
OFF of the operating core. If the OFF period of the core is
the same in duration or a different duration from the ON
period of the core, it is preferable that the OFF period of the
core is of a significantly greater value than the ON period of
the core. For example, the ON period of the core may be 200
milliseconds (ms) and the OFF period of the core may be 5
s. However, the present invention is not limited to the above.
This is performed to prevent frequent on/off of the core and
to prevent the user from being dissatisfied with performance
of the electronic device 100.

The controller 110 controls an overall operation of the
electronic device and signal flow between internal blocks of
the electronic device 100, and performs a data processing
function for processing data. Specifically, the controller 110
according to the present invention includes a plurality of
cores (e.g., quad cores 10, 20, 30, and 40). The controller
110 includes a Central Processing Unit (CPU), a Micro
Processor Unit (MPU), and an Application Processor having
a multi-core. The controller 110 controls at leas one core in
an ON state of the quad cores 10, 20, 30, and 40 to process
a task. Specifically, the controller 110 allocates executable
tasks in the run queue 150 to the core in the on state.

Although not illustrated in FIG. 1, the electronic device
100 may further include constituent elements having addi-
tional functions such as a Global Positioning System (GPS)
for receiving location information, a broadcast receiving
module for receiving broadcast, a digital sound source
playback module like an MP3 Module, and an Internet
communication module executing Internet functions. Since
the structural elements can be variously changed according
to convergence trend of a digital device, no elements can be
listed. However, the electronic device 100 includes struc-
tural elements equivalent to the foregoing structural ele-
ments.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of controlling
power of an electronic device having a multi-core according
to an embodiment of the present invention, and FIG. 5 is a
diagram illustrating an example of the method of controlling
power of an electronic device having a multi-core illustrated
in FIG. 4.

Referring in particular to FIG. 4, a core controller 140 of
an electronic device 100 according to the embodiment of the
present invention confirms a load of a core and the number
of tasks every predetermined period (core operation period)
in step 201. The core operation period includes a core ON
period for confirming an ON of an additional core and a core
OFF period for confirming an OFF of the operating core.
The OFF period of the core is the same in duration or a
different duration from the ON period of the core. In this
case, it is preferable that the OFF period of the core is greater
than the ON period of the core.

The core controller 140 determines whether the load of
the core and the number of the tasks confirmed meet a
defined on/off condition of multi-core in step 203. As
illustrated in FIG. 3, the on/off condition of the multi-core is
set according to a state of the multi-core.

When the load of the core and the number of the tasks
confirmed do not meet defined multi-core an on/off condi-
tion, the core controller 140 maintains step 203. Conversely,
when the load of the core and the number of the tasks
confirmed meet the defined on/off condition of the multi-
core, the core controller 140 controls on/off of the multi-core
in step 205. For instance, when the load of the core and the
number of executable tasks for execution are greater than a
core ON reference value (ON threshold) so that ON of the
core is requested, the core controller 140 turns on at least one
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of cores in an OFF state. Conversely, when the load of the
core and the number of executable tasks for execution are
less than or equal to a core OFF reference value (OFF
threshold) so that OFF of the core is requested, the core
controller 140 turns off at least one of cores in an ON state.

This will be described with reference to FIG. 5. The
following is a situation in which the core is turned on.
Referring to Table 1, a core ON condition of a ‘state A’ is
[60, 1.5]. If the load of the core and the number of tasks in
the ‘state A’ is increased to [65, 2.7], because the case where
[65, 2.7] meets the core ON condition in the ‘state A’, the
core controller 140 turns on a second core CPU1. That is, the
multi-core is transitioned to a ‘state B’ and the core ON
condition is changed to [70, 2.5]. If the load of the core and
the number of tasks in the ‘state B’ is increased to [75, 3.1],
because the case where [75, 3.1] meets the core ON condi-
tion in the ‘state B’, the core controller 140 turns on a third
core CPU2. That is, the multi-core is transitioned to a ‘state
C’ and the core ON condition is changed to [80, 3.5]. If the
load of the core and the number of tasks in the ‘state C’ is
increased to [85, 3.8], because the case where [85, 3.8]
meets the core ON condition in the ‘state C’, the core
controller 140 turns on a fourth core CPU3. That is, the
multi-core is transitioned to a ‘state D’. As described above,
the cores are sequentially turned on, but the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto. For example, if the load of the
core and the number of tasks in the ‘state A’ is increased to
[75, 3.1], because the case where [75, 3.1] corresponds to
‘state C’, the core controller 140 simultaneously turns on the
second core CPU1 and the third core CPU2. As described
above, the cores are turned on in an order of numbers, but
the present invention is not limited thereto. That is, the cores
are randomly turned on in another embodiment of the
present invention.

The following is a situation in which the core is turned off.
The core OFF condition in a ‘state D’ is [60, 3.0]. If the load
of'the core and the number of tasks in the ‘state D’ is reduced
to [45, 2.4], because the case where [45, 2.4] meets the core
OFF condition in the ‘state D’, the core controller 140 turns
off the second core CPU1. That is, the multi-core is transi-
tioned to a ‘state C’ and the core OFF condition is changed
to [50, 2.5]. If the load of the core and the number of tasks
in the ‘state C’ is reduced to [40, 2.2], because the case
where [40, 2.2] meets the core OFF condition in the ‘state
C’, the core controller 140 turns off the third core CPU2.
That is, the multi-core is transitioned to a ‘state B” and the
core OFF condition is changed to [30, 2.0]. If the load of the
core and the number of tasks in the ‘state B’ is reduced to
[25, 1.8], because the case where [25, 1.8] meets the core
OFF condition in the ‘state B’, the core controller 140 turns
off the fourth core CPU3. That is, the multi-core is transi-
tioned to a ‘state A’.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method of controlling
power of an electronic device having a multi-core according
to an embodiment of the present invention, and FIG. 7 is a
diagram illustrating an example of the method of controlling
power of an electronic device having a multi-core illustrated
in FIG. 6.

Referring in particular to FIG. 6, a core controller 140 of
an electronic device 100 confirms a load of a core and the
number of tasks every predetermined period (core operation
period) in step 301.

The core operation period includes a core ON period for
confirming an ON of an additional core and a core OFF
period for confirming an OFF of the operating core. The
OFF period of the core is the same in duration or a different
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duration from the ON period of the core. In this case, it is
preferable that the OFF period of the core is greater than the
ON period of the core.

The core controller 140 determines whether core ON is
requested in step 303. When the core ON is requested at step
303, the controller 110 determines whether an operation
frequency of the core is greater than or equal to a preset
reference value in step 305. When the operation frequency
of the core is greater than or equal to the preset reference
frequency, the core controller 140 turns on the core in step
309. Conversely, when the operation frequency of the core
is less than the preset reference value, the core controller 140
maintains a current state in step 307. This is performed to
prevent the core from being unnecessarily turned on/off.
Referring to FIG. 7, as illustrated in reference numeral 710,
when an average load of a core satisfies a core ON condition
in a state that the first core 1 and the second core 2 are in an
ON state and an operation frequency of the core is less than
or equal to a reference frequency, the core controller 140
turns on a third core 3 as illustrated in reference numeral
720.

If the third core 3 is turned on, the load of the first core
1 is reduced to ‘60’ from 95, the second core 2 maintains
a load of ‘55°, and the third core 3 may have a load of ‘35°.
An average load of the core in a state of reference numeral
720 satisfies a core OFF condition. Accordingly, the core
controller 140 turns off a third core having a low load as
shown in reference numeral 730. In a state of reference
numeral 730, that is, when the third core 3 is turned off so
that only the first core 1 and the second core 2 are turned on,
because the average load of the core again satisfies a core
ON condition, a core ON request is regenerated and the core
controller 140 turns on the third core 3 according to the core
ON request. In this case, the core is frequently turned on/off
so that overhead may be generated. Accordingly, when the
operation frequency of the core is lower than the reference
frequency even if the core ON is requested, the controller
140 maintains a current state of the core until a next period,
while not turning on.

Conversely, when core ON is not requested at step 303,
the core controller 140 determines whether core OFF is
requested in step 311. When the core OFF is not requested
at step 311, the core controller 140 may return to step 301.
Conversely, when the core OFF is requested at step 311, the
core controller 140 determines whether the operation fre-
quency of the core is greater than or equal to the reference
frequency in step 313. When the operation frequency of the
core is less than the reference frequency, the core controller
140 turns off the core in step 315. Conversely, when the
operation frequency of the core is equal to or higher than the
reference frequency, the core controller 140 maintains a
current state in step 307. This is performed to prevent
frequent on/off of the core. Referring to FIG. 7, as illustrated
in reference numeral 740, when the operation frequency of
the core satisfies a core OFF condition in a state that the first
core 1 and the second core 2 are in an ON state and an
operation frequency of the core exceeds the reference fre-
quency, the core controller 140 turns off a second core 2 as
illustrated in reference numeral 750.

If the second core 2 is turned off, a load of the first core
1is increased to ‘60°. In a state of reference numeral 740, the
first core 1 satisfies a core ON condition. Accordingly, the
core controller 140 turns on the second core 2 as shown in
reference numeral 760. Because the load of the core satisfies
a core OFF condition in a state of reference numeral 740, a
core OFF request is regenerated and the core controller 140
turns off the second core 2 according to the core OFF
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request. In this case, the core is frequently turned on/off so
that overhead may be generated. Accordingly, when the
operation frequency of the core is greater than or equal to the
reference frequency even if the core OFF is requested, the
controller 140 maintains a current state until a next period
while not turning off the core.

As described above, on/off of the multi-core is controlled
in integral consideration of a load of a core, the number of
executable tasks, and an operation frequency of the core to
reduce current consumption, may simultaneously turn on a
plurality of cores in consideration of parallelism, and pre-
vents overhead due to frequent on/off from being generated.

FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating state change of the multi-core
and change in a power consumption amount of the electronic
device according to the state change of the multi-core
according to an embodiment of the present invention. FIG.
8 illustrates a measured result when a state of a multi-core
is classified into two states as illustrated in FIG. 3(b).

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 8, a load graph indicating change
in a load of a core is located in a top and a task number graph
indicating change of the number of tasks is at a bottom end
of the load graph. A core state graph indicating an on/off
state of the core is located at a bottom end of the task number
graph. A current amount graph indicating change of a current
consumption amount is located at a bottom end of the core
state graph. The load graph and the number of tasks include
a reference value corresponding to a ‘state A’ and a ‘state B’.

Referring to reference numeral 810, as the load of the core
and the number of tasks are increased, the third core CPU2
is turned on so that a state of the multi-core transitions from
the ‘state A’ to the ‘state B’. As the load of the core and the
number of tasks are reduced, the third core CPU2 is turned
off so that a state of the multi-core transits from the ‘state B’
to the ‘state A’. Referring to reference numeral 820, as the
load of the core and the number of tasks are rapidly
increased, the third core CPU2 and the fourth core CPU3 are
simultaneously turned on. As the load of the core and the
number of tasks are reduced, the fourth core CPU3 and the
third core CPU2 are sequentially turned off. As illustrated in
FIG. 8, ON/OFF of the core is controlled according to
change in the load of the core and the number of tasks.
Accordingly, an aspect of present invention is to efficiently
control current consumption of the electronic device.

FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a current consumption
simulation result of the electronic device according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 9, an average current consumption
amount of an electronic device controlling ON/OFF of a
core according to a load of the core is 575 mA, and the
ON/OFF number is 719. That is, a core is frequently turned
on/off in an electronic device for controlling ON/OFF of the
core based on the load of the core, so that current consump-
tion is high.

Further, an average current consumption amount of an
electronic device for controlling ON/OFF of the core
according to the number of tasks is 504 mA, and the
ON/OFF number is 264. That is, even if the load of the core
is high, if the number of executable tasks becomes small,
because the core of the electronic device controlling
ON/OFF of the core according to the number of tasks is
turned off, the ON/OFF number of the core is increased.
Overload occurs in remaining cores as the core is turned off
in a state that the load is high, and current consumption is
high due to the overload.

Moreover, an average current consumption amount of the
electronic device for controlling ON of the core based on the
load of the core and controlling OFF of the core based on the
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number of tasks is 549 mA, and the on/off number is 954.
Moreover, current consumption amount of the electronic
device for controlling ON of the core based on the load of
the core and controlling OFF of the core based on the
number of tasks is large and the on/off number of the core
is very many.

A state of a multi-core according to an aspect of the
present invention is classified into two states as illustrated in
FIG. 3(b), an average current consumption amount of the
electronic device for controlling on/off of the core according
to the load of the core and the number of tasks is 461 mA,
and the on/off number is 148.

As described above, when comparing an average power
consumption amount and the on/off number of the core, a
state of the multi-core is classified into at least two, the
electronic device according to an aspect of the present
invention for controlling the core according to the load of the
core and the number of tasks has the lowest average current
consumption and the core has the least on/off overhead.

The foregoing method for controlling power of an elec-
tronic device having a multi-core according to an aspect of
the present invention may be implemented in an executable
program command form by various computer means and be
recorded in a computer readable recording medium. In this
case, the computer readable recording medium includes a
program command, a data file, and a data structure indi-
vidually or a combination thereof. The program command
recorded in a recording medium may be specially designed
or configured for the present invention or be known to a
person having ordinary skill in a computer software field to
be used. The computer readable recording medium includes
Magnetic Media such as hard disk, floppy disk, or magnetic
tape, Optical Media such as Compact Disc Read Only
Memory (CD-ROM) or Digital Versatile Disc (DVD), Mag-
neto-Optical Media such as floptical disk, and a hardware
device such as ROM, Random Access Memory (RAM),
flash memory storing and executing program commands.
Further, the program command includes a machine language
code created by a compiler and a high-level language code
executable by a computer using an interpreter. The foregoing
hardware device may be configured to be operated as at least
one software module to perform an operation according to
an aspect of the present invention.

As described above, the method and the apparatus for
controlling power of an electronic device including a multi-
core according to the embodiment of the present invention
minimizes performance reduction and power consumption
by controlling on/off of the core in consideration of the load
of the core and the number of executable tasks. That is, when
the load of the core is increased, the necessary number of
cores is simultaneously turned on in consideration of par-
allelism. When the load of the core is reduced, the core is
turned off. Thus, current consumption of a multi-core pro-
cessor is minimized.

The current consumption is minimized by setting a plu-
rality of on/off reference values of the multi-core in consid-
eration of current consumption characteristics of the multi-
core processor. According to an aspect of the present
invention, whether an operation frequency of the core is
greater than or equal to a reference value is determined upon
a core ON/OFF request to control on/off of the core, thereby
preventing frequent generation of on/off. That is, the present
invention can prevent overhead from being generated.

Although various embodiments of the present invention
have been described in detail herein, it will be apparent to
those of ordinary skill in the art that variations and modi-
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fications in form and detail may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present invention, as defined
by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of controlling power of an electronic device
having a multi-core, the method comprising:

confirming a load of an operating core and the number of
executable tasks at a predetermined period;

changing an operation frequency of the operating core
according to the load of the operating core; and

controlling on/off of the multi-core if the load of the
operating core and the number of executable tasks
satisfy a defined on/off condition of the multi-core that
is set according to current consumption characteristics
of the multi-core,

wherein controlling on/off of the multi-core comprises
identifying whether a current operation frequency of
the operating core is greater than or equal to a preset
reference frequency if the defined on/off condition is
satisfied, and

wherein the predetermined period includes a core ON
period for confirming an ON of an additional core and
a core OFF period for confirming an OFF of the
operating core.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the defined on/off
condition of the multi-core is set depending on states of the
multi-core classified according to the current consumption
characteristics of the multi-core.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein controlling the on/off
of the multi-core comprises simultaneously turning on/off at
least one core in consideration of parallel processing of the
executable tasks.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein turning off the at least
one core comprises sequentially turning off the at least one
core from a core having a low load.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the core OFF period
differs from the core ON period.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

when ON of an additional core is requested and the
operation frequency of the operating core is greater
than or equal to the reference frequency, turning on the
additional core in which the ON is requested; and

when the operation frequency of the operating core is less
than the reference frequency, maintaining a current
state of the multi-core without turning on the additional
core.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

when OFF of the operating core is requested and the
operation frequency of the operating core is greater
than or equal to the reference frequency, maintaining a
current state of the multi-core without turning off the
operating core in which the OFF is requested; and

when the operation frequency of the operating core is less
than the reference frequency, turning off the core in
which the OFF is requested.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the load of the
operating core is replaced as an operation frequency of the
core corresponding to the load of the operating core.

9. An apparatus for controlling power of an electronic
device having a multi-core, the apparatus comprising:

a controller configured including a plurality of cores;

a core controller configured to confirm a load of an
operating core of the plurality of cores and the number
of executable tasks at a predetermined period, change
an operation frequency of the operating core of the
plurality of cores according to the load of the operating
core, and control on/off of the multi-core if the load of
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the operating core and the number of executable tasks
satisfy a defined on/off condition of the multi-core that
is set according to current consumption characteristics
of the multi-core,

wherein the core controller identifies whether a current

operation frequency of the operating core is greater
than or equal to a preset reference frequency if the
defined on/off condition is satisfied, and

wherein the predetermined period includes a core ON

period for confirming an ON of an additional core and
a core OFF period for confirming an OFF of the
operating core.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising a
memory configured to store the defined on/off condition of
the multi-core.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the defined on/off
condition of the multi-core is set depending on states of the
multi-core classified according to the current consumption
characteristics of the multi-core.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the core controller
simultaneously turns on/off at least one core in consideration
of parallel processing of the executable tasks.

13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the core OFF period
differs from the core ON period.

14. The apparatus of claim 9, when ON of an additional
core is requested, turns on the additional core in which the
ON is requested when the operation frequency of the oper-
ating core is greater than or equal to the reference frequency,
and maintains a current state of the multi-core without
turning on the additional core when the operation frequency
of the core is less than the reference frequency.

15. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the core controller
when OFF of the operating core is requested, maintains a
current state of the multi-core without turning off the oper-
ating core in which the OFF is requested when the operation
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frequency of the operating core is greater than or equal to the
reference frequency, and turning off the operating core in
which the OFF is requested when the operation frequency of
the core is less than the reference frequency.

16. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the core controller
comprises a hot plug module for controlling on/off of the
plurality of cores, and a governor module for controlling
operation frequencies of the plurality of cores.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein when the hot plug
module is integrated with the governor module, the load of
the operating core is replaced as an operation frequency of
the operating core corresponding to the load of the operating
core.

18. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
storing computer executable instructions causing, when
executed, a processor in an electronic device, to:

confirm a load of an operating core and the number of

executable tasks at a predetermined period;

change an operation frequency of the core according to

the load of the operating core; and

control on/off of the multi-core if the load of the operating

core and the number of executable tasks satisfy a
defined on/off condition of the multi-core that is set
according to current consumption characteristics of the
multi-core,

wherein control on/off of the multi-core comprises iden-

tifying whether a current operation frequency of the
operating core is greater than or equal to a preset
reference frequency if the defined on/off condition is
satisfied, and

wherein the predetermined period includes a core ON

period for confirming an ON of an additional core and
a core OFF period for confirming an OFF of the
operating core.



